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Course Description

The main focus of this course is to learn about world environmental problems.

There is a focus on the links between environmental problems, politics, and global
security. We will look at how environmental issues impact security, and possible
political and economic responses to these problems. This course is designed to
empower students, and help them to think critically about the many and complex

environmental issues in the world today

1. Course Introduction- History, Context, Present
a. Course Outline
b. Goals
c. Expectations
d. Assessment
2. Population & Scarcity
a. Malthusianism
b. New theories
¢. Consumption
3. Markets & Commodities
a. Neoliberalism
b. Marxist critique
4. Institutions & The Commons
a. Cooperation issues
b. Human nature
c. Behavioural approaches
5.  Environmental Ethics
a. Defining community
b. Responsibility and ethics
6. Risks & Hazards
a. Managing and conceptualizing risk
b. Nature as a threat
7. Political Economy
a. dJustice
b. Understanding structures
8. The Social Construction of Nature
a. Nature as a concept
b. Cultural variance
9. Final Assignments: Introduction: Example: Trees
a. Framework for student presentations
b. Evaluation tips
10. Working on Presentations
a. Guided development I
11. Working on Presentations
a. Guided development II
12. Working on Presentations
a. Guided development III
13. Group-Led Sessions
14. Group-Led Sessions
15. Reflection & Student-Nominated Documentary
a. Linking contents to real world

In-class participation, journal-keeping, assignments,

paper-writing
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