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In an increasingly globalized world it is imperative for students to understand not only
different points of view, but also how different conclusions may be reached on the same
subject. This course will develop global thinking skills by introducing students to the
theory of knowledge and epistemology in International Relations (IR). Students will first
explore ideologies and philosophies that shape our perceptions of local and global issues
in order to learn how to deconstruct reality to better understand and analyze situations. In
addition, students will be introduced to positivist and post-positivist thought in IR to
better analyze situations in contemporary global society.

1Introduction

-Overview of class, syllabus and website

—-Course goals and expectations

-What is Epistemology? Introduction to the concepts of knowledge, perception and truth

-How do you think about the wor|d? Who is right? How do we know?

2Introduction to Epistemology Theory and Systems of Thinking

-What is epistemology?

-Different viewpoints on epistemology

-Why is it important?

3Exploring Philosophy and Ideology Part A - External / Marco

—-Introduction to Philosophy and ideology

4Exploring Philosophy & Ideology Part B — Internal/ Micro

-Whose reality?

—-Perception and Interpretation

bRationalism & the Use of Reason

—-Deductive versus inductive reasoning

—-Case study from current events

—-Deconstruct different viewpoints on the issue

6Exploring the Global Context Through Current Affairs

In-class debate on a current event

TEpistemology in Academic Debates

—-How do we ‘know’ in international relations?

-Why is it important?

~Introduction to Positivism and Postpositivism

-Different Units of Analysis to think about the world?

8Positivist Epistemology in International Relations A

-Introduction to Realist thought

~-In class activity: Risk

9Using Realism to Analyze the World

Case Study: The Cold War; 'Dr. Strangelove or: How I Stopped Worrying and Love the Bomb
10Positivist Epistemology in International Relations B

~Introduction to liberalism and neoliberalism

-Case study to analyze

11Using Liberalism in the Real World

In Class Activity: Diplomatic Mission

12Post-positivist Epistemology in International Relations A

~Introduction to Marxism

13Using Marxism in the Real World

- Case study analysis from current events

-Use theory to deconstruct events

14Exploring Current Affairs & International Relations A

—Review Realist, Liberal and Marxist views in IR

—-Case study from current events

—-Deconstruct different viewpoints on the issue

15Exploring Current Affairs & International Relations B

In Class Activity: In-class debate
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In-class participation, journal-keeping, assignments, paper-writing assignment
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